
















The Atelier is located in the The Atelier is located in the 
courtyard of buildings owned courtyard of buildings owned 
by the Sessler family, rela-by the Sessler family, rela-
tives of Gisel’s wife. It was tives of Gisel’s wife. It was 
built in 1973 after Gisel and his built in 1973 after Gisel and his 
wife separated a parcel from the wife separated a parcel from the 
larger property. The studio is larger property. The studio is 
physically connected to a 1929 physically connected to a 1929 
building also developed by the building also developed by the 
Sesslers. It sits behind the Heg-Sesslers. It sits behind the Heg-
ibachstrasse 54–58 complex, which ibachstrasse 54–58 complex, which 
Gisel had built in the 1960s.Gisel had built in the 1960s.

J. Staub AG Gartenbau Nursery:J. Staub AG Gartenbau Nursery:
Visible from the back windows of Visible from the back windows of 
the Atelier, the nursery has op-the Atelier, the nursery has op-
erated as a garden space for a erated as a garden space for a 
landscape company since 1890. landscape company since 1890. 
It was acquired by Johann Staub It was acquired by Johann Staub 
in 1942. The site maintains its in 1942. The site maintains its 
function as a green space within function as a green space within 
the urban fabric of Hottingen.the urban fabric of Hottingen.

Peter Obi’s Workshop:Peter Obi’s Workshop:
Located further up the street in Located further up the street in 
a similar courtyard setting, Pe-a similar courtyard setting, Pe-
ter Obi’s workshop has been ac-ter Obi’s workshop has been ac-
tive for seven years. It replaced tive for seven years. It replaced 
a former plumbing company and is a former plumbing company and is 
dedicated to furniture making and dedicated to furniture making and 
repair. This reflects a conti-repair. This reflects a conti-
nuity of craft-based use in the nuity of craft-based use in the 
area.area.
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WORKBENCHWORKBENCH

As the first intervention in the space, the workbench provides a 
foundation for further additions. Two versions exist: one is set per-
pendicular to the wooden floorboards, anchored by removing select 
blocks and inserting concrete bricks into the resulting voids. In-
spired by traditional home workshops, it pairs a horizontal surface 
with a vertical backboard for hanging tools, and allows the attach-
ment of Gisel’s metal shelving system. The second version reuses the 
metal legs designed by Gisel for the atelier tables, integrating with 
existing metal benches. This makes the work surfaces easily attacha-
ble and removable, encouraging flexible use between DIYers and archi-
tecture students.



PERGOLAPERGOLA

A sliding outdoor roof connects the interior courtyard with the ex-
terior, offering shade and shelter for both introspective manual 
work and community interaction. It moves fluidly between inside and 
out, adapting either to use by the atelier or to engage with the sur-
rounding neighborhood. The columns are made of standard fence posts, 
referencing a similar structure found in the garden of the original 
Hegibachstrasse 54–58 project. Its compact 6 m2 footprint avoids the 
need for a construction permit. Despite its simplicity, the pergola 
becomes an architectural interface between workshop activity and pub-
lic life.



MEZZANINEMEZZANINE

This mezzanine takes advantage of the atelier’s double-height space, 
using the triangular concrete beams. Steel props are wedged between 
these beams and the floor, both carrying the load and stabilising 
the structure. The fixation system draws from Gisel’s custom lighting 
system, with vertical elements topped by discs—a recurring detail in 
his column designs. The result is a suspended space that integrates 
with the building’s rhythm and proportions, enabling overlapping ac-
tivities by creating a workspace or providing storage in its upper 
part.



FALSE CEILINGFALSE CEILING

A suspended grid hangs from Gisel’s bespoke lighting system, extend-
ing access to key technical elements: radiators, lamp wiring, and 
water lines for the sink. It leverages the atelier’s existing infra-
structure, allowing installations to be easily modified or expand-
ed. The structure replicates the lighting I-beams using drywall metal 
studs but subverts them: used upside down, the studs carry the sus-
pension system rather than forming walls. This reversed logic trans-
forms a common construction method into a site-specific technical 
ceiling—a true false ceiling.



EXTENSIONEXTENSION

Set precisely 5 meters from the property line, the extension ad-
heres to Zürich’s planning laws. Its façade recalls those by Er-
nst—such as Ilgenstrasse 16—but swaps expensive Portuguese slate 
for nailed bituminous shingles in the same layout. The wooden 
frame blends balloon framing with the dual-beam and angled plank 
system of Ferienhaus Matzinger. Serving as both exterior storage 
and an upstairs greenhouse nursery, it also creates a new access 
point to the roof of the courtyard’s passageway. The lettering 
“DO IT YOURSELF CENTER ETH” mounted on its roof completes the 
transformation of the atelier.



CARPENTRY WORKSHOPCARPENTRY WORKSHOP

After a group of five architec-
ture students discovered the 
works of Enzo Mari, they are ea-
ger to test how easy they would 
be to be built. It would also be 
very practical for one of them 
growing tired of the way too 
small table his parents final-
ly managed to offload from their 
basement. Their request is quick-
ly handled by the DO IT YOUR-
SELF CENTER - ETH, who organis-
es a workshop led by Peter, the 
neighboring craftsmen expert in 
gathering already used materials. 
He guides the students on how to 
use a circular saw. If they play 
their cards right, they might do 
a few more models and call it a 
Focus work.



CAFÉ-REPAIR WORKSHOPCAFÉ-REPAIR WORKSHOP

Benjamin from the GZ Hirzenbach 
is always happy to advertise his 
wooden workshop further: he knows 
that many students and neighbors 
are surprised by the quality of 
his carpentry workshop. He might 
attract some of them by organis-
ing the repair-café workshop he 
already leads in his GZ once a 
week in Atelier Gisel. Setting 
up a few tables in front with the 
help of the DO IT YOURSELF CENTER 
- ETH, the tools and the cof-
fee-machine of the Atelier, they 
are ready to welcome the broken 
chairs, bikes and standing mixers 
of the neighbors during a warm 
afternoon.



PLANNING AND BUILDINGPLANNING AND BUILDING

Further up the street, a small 
block of older houses is slow-
ly decaying. The cheap rent is a 
definite advantage for Simon and 
René. Their flat is quite big for 
the price: they could carve out 
an extra room for their friend 
Anton by adding a wall with elec-
trical outlets, and touch up 
the bathroom, which is becoming 
quite insalubrious, even by their 
standards. They have the time on 
weekends but don’t know where to 
start. Ideally, the wall would 
be made of natural materials to 
align with their commitment to 
reducing their environmental 
footprint. One day, they show up 
at the DO IT YOURSELF CENTER with 
some photos and a scribbled room 
measurement, hoping a student can 
tell them what and how much mate-
rial to order—and how to assemble 
it.



PLUMBING WORKSHOPPLUMBING WORKSHOP

I have always dreamed of a dish-
washer. It might sound a little 
bit fancy but my back aches from 
the piles of dishes I need to 
clean in a sink apparently built 
for the height standards of the 
middle ages. Some reddit forums 
assured me I would spare on wa-
ter and overall energy, but they 
did not specify how to alter the 
existing plumbing system of my 
sink. Luckily, the new plumbing 
workshop in the DO IT YOURSELF - 
ETH will help me feel assured I 
won’t flood the building after s 
successful mock installation in 
front of a qualified plumber. 



GARDENING WORKSHOPGARDENING WORKSHOP

A workshop is organised by Karl, 
the neighboring gardener, who’s 
especially interested in bringing 
productive plants into people’s 
homes. He starts by proposing a 
transformation of the Atelier’s 
courtyard into a shared vegetable 
garden as something simple, col-
lective, and rooted in the neigh-
borhood. If it gathers enough 
interest and manages to sustain 
itself, Karl has something more 
ambitious in mind: an advanced 
course on plant grafting, tai-
lored to adapt fruit trees to 
the unique conditions of Zürich’s 
balconies.


